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DAVIS OF VIRGINIA/WYNN/
MORELLA/MORAN OF VIRGINIA/
CUMMINGS/HOYER/WOLF GOV-
ERNMENT SHUTDOWN PREVEN-
TION AMENDMENT

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 13, 1997

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, this
week the House is scheduled to vote on H.R.
1469, the Disaster Recovery Act of 1997, at
which time we intend to offer our Government
shutdown prevention amendment. This
amendment will provide 100 percent of fiscal
year 1997 spending levels through the end of
fiscal year 1998, in the absence of regular ap-
propriations bills. In addition, our amendment
specifically ensures that no Federal employ-
ees will be furloughed or RIF’d because of this
temporary funding level.

This amendment will guarantee that the
Federal Government does not hold Federal
employees hostage during a stalled appropria-
tions process. In the State of Texas alone, this
amendment will ensure that almost 200,000
hard-working Federal employees and their
families will not have to face the prospect of
unknown periods of unemployment when the
Government shuts down. This is a common-
sense amendment which will work as a safety
net until the normal fiscal year 1998 appropria-
tions process is completed.

In sum, this 100-percent safety net is an ef-
fective way to provide an immediate guarantee
that: First, the Federal Government will always
remain open and working for the taxpayer;
second, we will meet our commitment to keep
America’s civil servants on the job; and third,
we will meet our shared goal of controlling
Federal spending.
f

AN ACHIEVABLE DREAM

HON. ROBERT C. SCOTT
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 13, 1997

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to call my
colleagues’ attention to the remarkable work of
An Achievable Dream, a true success story in
my district. It was 5 years ago when Walter
Segaloff founded the An Achievable Dream
Academy for academically at-risk students,
many of whom have demonstrated that they
are ready and willing to learn, if just given the
proper environment. Sadly, their home envi-
ronment is too often not conducive to learning.
That’s where An Achievable Dream, or AAD,
steps in.

By instilling a love of learning and enabling
each child to develop a personal, achievable
dream leading to academic and subsequent
professional success, AAD puts its arm
around the shoulder of these kids who may
otherwise be headed for academic and social

failure as a result of poverty, family problems,
or low self-esteem. Many of these children
have been stigmatized, seeing only what they
can’t achieve. But Walter Segaloff and the oth-
ers who direct AAD have shown them a dif-
ferent path, one toward personal success and
price.

AAD’s achievements are based on the com-
bined efforts of dedicated individuals, who pro-
vide the vision and hard work, and local cor-
porations and businesses, who have provided
much-needed and appreciated monetary sup-
port. It is this community interest and assist-
ance which helps set AAD apart, making it a
role model for the rest of this Nation as we
search for ways to improve education.

Reader’s Digest magazine recently awarded
AAD with their American Heroes in Education
Award, a fitting tribute to a great program.
This is only the most recent award garnered
by AAD: The program has also been honored
by a joint award sponsored by Business Week
magazine and the McGraw-Hill Educational
Publishing Group, in cooperation with the
American Association of School Administra-
tors, for educational innovation.

I would like to add my words of appreciation
and thanks today to An Achievable Dream and
the dramatic contributions the program has
made to the Newport News community in Vir-
ginia, and to the Nation as a whole.
f

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN
YEMEN

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 13, 1997

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I want to
draw the attention of my colleagues to the re-
cent parliamentary elections in Yemen. The
Congress doesn’t often pay attention to
Yemen, but what transpired there on April 27
was impressive. In a country that recently ex-
perienced civil war, that is one of the poorest
countries on Earth, and that is in a part of the
world where elections are not the norm, Yem-
en’s electoral experience is worth noting.

On the spectrum of elections in the Arab
world, these elections were perhaps the most
positive outcome ever. The elections were
competitive, they were open to all adult men
and women, and political parties had the op-
portunity to get their message out.

What is particularly impressive is the com-
mitment of the people of Yemen to the elec-
toral process. Three separate national net-
works of independent election monitors
watched ballot boxes throughout the country.
In a country of high illiteracy, especially female
illiteracy, the Arab Democratic Institute and
other nongovernmental organizations worked
hard to increase voter turnout, especially
among rural women. The participation of
women, 30 percent was low, but it was signifi-
cantly higher than the level in the 1993 par-
liamentary elections, 19 percent.

The elections were not without flaws—there
were some ballot box irregularities, there was
too much military presence at voting places,
there was some violence, and the elections
did not fundamentally alter political power in
Yemen, which remains in the hands of Presi-
dent Saleh.

The true test of the elections in Yemen de-
pends on what happens next—whether the
new Parliament will take up its responsibility to
serve as an effective check on executive
power, and whether the Parliament will work
to improve life in Yemen.

I believe that it is in the United States na-
tional interest to support the development of a
civil society in Yemen, and to enhance the ef-
fectiveness of Yemen’s Parliament—not only
because of the positive benefits for the people
of Yemen but because of the importance of
this example and experience for the entire
Arab world.
f

TRIBUTE TO A YOUNG BENE-
FACTOR AND ROLE MODEL, MR.
MICHAEL CARRICARTE, JR.

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 13, 1997

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is in-
deed a distinct honor and great privilege to
pay tribute to one of Miami’s young unsung
heroes, Michael Carricartre, Jr. Thanks to his
efforts, on May 15, 1997, the students and
staff of St. Francis Xavier School, an inner-city
elementary school located in Miami-Overtown
community, will join Archbishop John
Clemente Favalora and the clergy in blessing
and opening the doors to new classrooms and
playground. Myriads of supporters and volun-
teers will be joining in to celebrate this historic
occasion in my district.

This event was made possible by this young
entrepreneur whose immense love for children
is beyond measure. Armed with a vision to-
ward making a difference in the Overtown chil-
dren’s future, 27-year-old Michael Carricarte,
Jr., president of Dade County-based Amedex
Insurance Co., vowed to provide a better envi-
ronment for their learning. Reaching out to
these inner-city children he is indeed making
a difference in their lives.

Not oblivious of the drama of poverty, along
with the problems of growing up, he took up
the challenge that the children of St. Francis
Xavier School will have a place where they
can study and learn and obtain a God-loving
environment. In his role as chairman of the
school’s building fund project, he begun rais-
ing money from personal friends and corpora-
tions, maximizing it with a personal loan he
obtained from a local bank.

While there are special cases of individuals
who go above and beyond the call of duty to-
ward their fellowmen, Michael Carricarte, Jr.,
ensured that his vision is accompanied by his
personal touch of concern and devotion to
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children’s learning. His persistent consecration
to this agenda is personified by his goal that
‘‘* * * a new modern building will be con-
structed with three big classrooms for the
teaching of children, where they can go to
school from kindergarten to the 6th grade
* * * so that children can stay away from
drugs and delinquency—and where they can
get quality education in hopes of becoming
good citizens of the future.’’

Ever since he begun this project in 1992, he
has been immensely gratified in helping these
inner-city children. ‘‘They too are entitled to a
good education, just like the rest of America’s
children, because they truly represent our fu-
ture,’’ he is wont to say.

Mr. Carricarte has truly become the con-
summate community activist who abides by
the dictum that children who have less in life,
through no fault of their own, should have
more from those of us who are more fortu-
nate, regardless of race, creed, gender, or po-
litical affiliation. The collective testimony from
parents and community leaders represents an
unequivocal testimony of the utmost respect
he enjoys from our community.

To date his undaunted efforts on behalf of
the schoolchildren of St. Francis Xavier are
succinctly shaping and forming the consolida-
tion of efforts on the part of countless support-
ers and organizations. His word is his bond to
those who have dealt with him—not only in
moments of triumphal exuberance in helping
our wayward youth turn the corners around,
but also in his quest to transform this inner-
city school into a veritable oasis where chil-
dren’s academic achievement and mastery of
the basic schools are fully assured.

Michael Carricarte, Jr., truly exemplifies a
fresh and unique leadership whose coura-
geous vision and utmost caring for less fortu-
nate children genuinely appeal to the noblest
character of our humanity. I truly salute him on
behalf of our grateful community.
f

IN HONOR OF ELINOR BOURJAILY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 13, 1997

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Elinor Bourjaily, whose life of service in Cleve-
land and North Royalton, OH, has been an in-
spiration to all who know her.

Elinor is a dedicated woman. She has
worked hard for her church community. From
1950 to 1991, she worked in a number of ca-
pacities lending crucial help to St. George
Antiochian Church in Cleveland. She taught in
the church school and served as its super-
intendent. She was a member of the Ladies
Guild, then became an officer and later presi-
dent. She chaired numerous committees and
functions, organized dinners and served Mercy
Meals. From 1991 to the present, she has
served St. Matthew Antiochian Church in
North Royalton. She has served as Ladies
Guild president, an officer and president of the
Midwest Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Women of North America and the governing
council of The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch.

She has been a devoted mother, grand-
mother, and wife. Elinor and Fred were mar-
ried for 43 years until Fred’s passing in 1993.
Elinor’s children, son, Fred Nick Bourjaily, and

daughters, Anne Katherine Bourjaily Thomas
and Beth Marie Bourjaily Goff, are accom-
plished, upstanding citizens. Elinor also has
four wonderful grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, May 18, family,
friends, and admirers will join together to cele-
brate the gift that Elinor Bourjaily bestows
upon everyone who knows her. We are lucky
to have her in our midst.
f

TAIWAN’S GROWING DEMOCRACY

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD
OF GUAM

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 13, 1997

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, March 20,
1997, is a significant date for Taiwanese citi-
zens. It marks the first year anniversary of di-
rect presidential elections, an unprecedented
event for the people of Taiwan. Taiwan’s stel-
lar rise from an agricultural, authoritarian re-
gime to an increasingly democratic economic
powerhouse is testimony to its reform-minded
policies.

Significant events which led to the 1996
presidential elections include the termination
of martial law in July, 1987, by President
Chiang Ching-kuo. In 1990, the National As-
sembly chose Mr. Lee Teng-hui for the presi-
dency and he proceeded with various reforms,
such as legalizing opposition parties and re-
structuring the parliamentary groups. As a re-
sult, not only has there been a trend toward
decentralizing political power, greater personal
freedom, and less restrictions on the press are
also other beneficial results of these reforms.

Taiwan is an emerging democracy, one
which is a major political and economic player
in the Asia-Pacific region. As our Asian neigh-
bors, the people of Guam appreciate Taiwan’s
contributions to the economic transactions in
the region. March 20 is certainly an important
date, not only for the people of Taiwan, but for
democratically minded citizens everywhere. It
is further affirmation that democratic principles
are not confined to certain groups, it is a uni-
versal conviction.

I offer my congratulations to President Lee
Teng-hui for the immense progress he and the
Government of Taiwan have achieved. His vic-
tory in last year’s popular presidential elec-
tions confirm Taiwanese commitment to Mr.
Lee’s capable leadership and vision for the fu-
ture.
f

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
NAACP—QUARTERLY MEETING
IN ARLINGTON/FORT WORTH,
TX—MAY 13, 1997

HON. MARTIN FROST
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 13, 1997

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate the national board of directors of
the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, on the occasion of their
quarterly board meeting in Arlington/Fort
Worth, TX. The meeting is being held from
May 14 through May 17, 1997.

The national board meetings of the NAACP
have traditionally been held on the east coast

throughout the history of the organization.
Bringing this meeting to Arlington/Fort Worth,
TX, signals a new era in which the national
board of the NAACP can have a presence
throughout the United States.

Additionally, the location of this quarterly
meeting is not only convenient for board mem-
bers and other interested parties from Texas
and the southwestern region, but is also ex-
pected to boost the economy in our area and
save individual board members and the
NAACP organization tens of thousands of dol-
lars in travel and lodging expenses.

I especially want to congratulate the Arling-
ton and Fort Worth NAACP branches on their
hard work and persistence in attracting this
meeting to Tarrant County, TX, and for their
diligent preparations to make the board mem-
bers’ stay a productive, exciting and com-
fortable one.

The Nation’s oldest civil rights organization
continues to evolve and adapt to the chal-
lenges it faces in working toward equal justice
and opportunities for all Americans, and espe-
cially African-Americans who have struggled
as a race of people for more than 200 years
to enjoy basic civil liberties.

Mr. Speaker, I would again like to congratu-
late and welcome the national board of direc-
tors of the NAACP to Arlington/Fort Worth,
Texas.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE INDUSTRY ADVI-
SORY BOARD OF THE
SMITHTOWN CENTRAL SCHOOL
DISTRICT

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 13, 1997

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the Industry Advisory Board of
the Smithtown Central School District, a group
of more than 140 area businesses, that is
celebrating 20 productive years of partnership
between local industry and the Smithtown
schools.

In today’s fast-paced, technology-driven so-
ciety, it is imperative that our schools prepare
students with the skills they will need to excel
in the modern workplace, and in the future.
Preparing our students for a competitive and
rapidly evolving global marketplace requires
innovative new partnerships between school,
businesses, government, communities, and
families. Since 1977, the industry advisory
board has forged that creative partnership with
Smithtown schools, helping its teachers and
administrators prepare our students for the de-
mands of the 21st century workplace.

The first on Long Island to create such a
partnership with its business and community
leaders, an alliance that has enhanced school
curriculum and markedly improved student
achievement, Smithtown schools and local
businesses have both benefited from this syn-
ergistic association. It all started with the prac-
tical goal of providing training and job opportu-
nities to cooperative education students.
Today, under the visionary guidance of Direc-
tor Susan Gubing, more than 140 member or-
ganizations work to integrate the resources of
industry and the skills of educators to develop
strategies that will best prepare Smithtown
students.
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